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Celebrating the Season with  
Advent and Christmas Worship and Activities 

December 19th  4th Sunday of Advent  Christmas Sunday  
―for God so loved the world . . .‖  The HCC band will sing ―Shine on Us‖ by Michael W. Smith as we 
remember God’s great gift of love.  Then plan to stay for an extended fellowship time. 

December 24th  Christmas Eve—7:30 p.m. 
 Our traditional candlelight service will help us prepare our hearts for the birth of our Lord and Sav-
ior, Jesus Christ.  Come be a part of the celebration in song, word and prayer. 

December 26th  1st Sunday of Christmas 
10:00 a.m.— Worship: The presents are all unwrapped but Christ is the gift that keeps on giving.  
Come gather in the Campbell Room for a simple, comfortable, and quiet time of singing, prayer and 
communion as we get ready to begin a New Year.  

November 28th  1st Sunday of Advent  Hanging of the Greens 
Our Advent celebration will begin on Sunday, November 28th as we gather in worship and adorn our 
sanctuary with greens and symbols of our faith.  As we light the first Advent Candle, begin the sing-
ing of carols and place Chrismons on the tree, we will be reminded once again of the special mean-
ing of this season. 

Following the Hanging of the Greens Service, we will gather in the Campbell Room to share and 
celebrate the beginning of this festive season with our annual Tasting Party.  Everyone 
is asked to bring your favorite finger food to share with our HCC family and friends. 

December 5th  2nd Sunday of Advent   Peace Sunday 
As a Shalom congregation, this is a special Advent Sunday for us. Following our peace-focused 
worship, the Hiram College Fair Trade shop will return during our fellowship time.  This is an oppor-
tunity to take care of some Christmas shopping and support artisans and craft people from around 
the world.  Then you’ll want to stay for our Adult Forum, as our own Lena Newman shares the story 
of her time in Honduras this past summer. 

December 12th   3rd Sunday of Advent  
The chancel choir will be singing the anthem Glory to God in the Highest, as we joyously worship 
together.  The Adult Forum features the Wick Poetry Center from Kent State University presenting, 
―Giving Voice to Peace.‖ 

4:00 pm Advent crafts and caroling – be a part of this intergenerational event as we make orna-
ments, package fruit baskets, share a light supper, and then travel to Campbell Court to carol and 
visit with the residents there.  Each family is asked to bring one bag of fruit (10-12) pieces).  Please 
select according to your last name.  (A-H: red apples, I-P: green apples or pears, Q-Z: oranges). 
A wonderful way to share the Christmas spirit. 

Thursday, December 16th   Taize Worship—7:00 p.m. 
Take a break from the rush of Christmas preparations and recharge at this mid-week service of 
meditative song and prayer. 



HCC’S WEBSITE 
Don't remember what night that meeting was?  Know there was something in the newsletter you 
were going to follow up on—can't find your copy?  Wondering what the latest prayer was from "pray 
with HCC"?  You can find that and more on the HCC website www.heightschristianchurch.org! 
And check out (and "like") the Heights Christian Church page on Facebook.  

… IN OUR PRAYERS 
It’s Wednesday as I write this and my cell phone alarm just reminded me it’s time to pray 
for Heights Christian Church.  When the prayer team met last month, members were in 
agreement that we should continue the ―Remember on Wednesday‖ program for congre-
gational prayer for our church.  In our conversation some lovely stories were told about 
people’s experiences.  Bobbi Phelps shared that the first time her alarm announced the 
12 noon time for prayer, others in the office asked about it.  Bobbi explained and from 
then on, as soon as the alarm rings, everyone says:  Time to pray for the church!  Since there are 
many seriously ill patients seen in that office, you have to believe that prayers went far and wide 
from the staff as each person added their own concerns. 

The change we’re making is to say ―Remember Wednesday !‖ and not specify a time.  We heard 
from many people that they wanted to experience the ―communion of pray-ers‖ at noon but were un-
able to do so at that time.  Now, we’d like to think that whatever time you have your alarm set for, 
you can be sure that you’ll be joining a long chain of people who are praying for members of our 
congregation, but also the broader community.   Alfred Lord Tennyson had the words for us:  ―More 
things are wrought by prayer than this world ever dreamed of.‖  Will you join us each Wednesday?  
Set your alarms for whatever time works best for you! 

Until next time, we’ll keep you in our prayers… 

  One of our local radio stations has received a number of requests from people who 
  want them to start playing Christmas music earlier.  So they are taking a poll to see 
  how many of their listeners want them to join the department stores and begin play-
  ing Christmas music well before Thanksgiving. 
 
  I have already made it known that I will refuse to listen to them anymore if they go 
  through with this, though I doubt that I am in the majority. 
 
But it got me thinking about why people are so anxious to get the Christmas season underway.  It 
seems that there must be an emotional and spiritual hole in people’s lives that they are trying to fill 
with the simple, made to order sentimentality of Christmas carols, twinkling lights, and gift giving. 
 
Don’t get me wrong – I love the music (at least most of it), and all the rest that makes the Christmas 
season so popular.  But what really gives it meaning is the coming of Emmanuel, God With Us.  It is 
knowing that God really does love the world enough to share this life with us in all its joy and sorrow. 
 
And that’s what can truly fill the hole in each of us.  And that’s also something we can share with oth-
ers. 

http://www.heightschristianchurch.org


BECAUSE YOU CARE 
Illness-Surgery-Hospitalization 

 Jim Donald  Jeff Fronck 

 Carol Green  Dell Bigham 

 Betty Klecka  Kitty Cardwell 

 Georgia Bibb  Eugene Blackwell 

 James Faust  Mary Krumlauf 

 Brady Macosko Dorothy Mathis 

 Bob McWilliams Beverly Coats 

Serving in the Iraq War 

Ilya Petrenko 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
The FIRM deadline to submit arti-
cles for January’s Reaching 
Heights will be Friday, Decem-

ber 10th.  The newsletter will 
be at the post office on 

Wednesday, December 15th.   

SETTLER’S 
CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Saturday, December  18th 
At the home of Nancy Carpenter 

(more details to follow) 

A INTERFAITH HOSPITALITY 
NETWORK CHRISTMAS 

Once again HCC and the Outreach 
Committee will help provide 
Christmas gifts for IHN families, 
but this year it will be handled a 
little different.  Instead of buying 
gifts for specific individuals, we 

will be buying items that will be turned over to 
IHN and the families will be able to come and 
shop for their family members.  We will do a 
tree from which you can take an ornament with 
specific items.  We have to remember that 75% 
of the guests are children under the age of 
7.  Secret shoppers will help the children pick 
out gifts for the parents.  Gift cards are always 
welcome.  A wish list will be supplied along with 
the ornaments.  We need all gifts returned to 
the church (unwrapped) by December 12.  Ad-
ditionally, they can use wrapping paper, bows, 
ribbon, gift bags, etc.  

UP-LIFTING DEVOTIONALS 
The congregation offers free Ad-
vent reflections for adults The AH-
Has of Advent by Rich Bimler.  
The term ―AH-HA!‖ is a joy-filled 
phrase that focuses on all of Ad-

vent—a season in which we prepare for the 
celebration of the birth of the Christ Child.  This 
devotional can be found at every entrance to the 
Sanctuary and in the Campbell Room. 
Also . . . 
Thought for the day: ―Prayer is the world’s great-
est wireless connection.‖  is that not more truth 
than fiction?  Plan your life to include ―God’s 
Time.‖  wrap your day in prayer and meditation 
with the great Devotional, Our Daily Bread.  
You’ll love the vignettes, and you’ll ―stay con-
nected.‖   The Dec., Jan., Feb. issue can be 
found on the Narthex and Campbell Room table 
baskets. 

CHILDREN  AND  YOUTH CORNER 
Activity of the Month 

WHAT: Advent Craft making Adventure 

WHEN: Sunday, December 12th—4 p.m. 

WHERE: Heights Christian Church 

Come make a Christmas ornament to 
decorate your home.  Play games and 
sing while your mom, dad, grandma 
and others help package fruit.  Then 
we’ll go caroling and give the fruit to 
our friends at Campbell Court.  A 
light dinner will be served. 

All are Welcome! 

STEWARDSHIP 
We're ready to start planning for 2011 - but we need your commitment to make it happen.  Please 
help us plan our budget by pledging if you haven't already done so - bring the card you got in the mail 
to Sunday worship, drop it by the church office, or mail it in.  If you've misplaced your card, there are 
more available in the narthex and the office, or call or e-mail the office and we'll send you one.   
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CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
CWF will celebrate the holidays at their Christmas Potluck Luncheon on  

December at 12 Noon.  Bring your favorite dish to share (salad, main 
dish or dessert.)  Our topic for the day is ―God Sighting‖ where 
we will see how God is at work in the world through the lens of 
our own Lena Newman.  She will share her inspiring ministry in 

Honduras through pictures and experiences of working there.  
Hear how, Women are Changing Honduras. 

 
Elegant Flea Thrift Shop 
With the holidays approaching we want to stock our shelves with 
nice gift items.  Therefore, we need you help.  We need jewelry, 
handbags, and Christmas gift items like knick-knacks, candles, 
decorative boxes, holiday decorations, etc.  So thing ―sharing‖ the 
holiday season and bring in things that will make our ship sparkle.  
We need you, too so we have volunteers to get the shop ready for the 
holidays and to greet our customers.   Fliers will be posted throughout the neighbor-
hoods.  All proceeds go for the work of the church and outreach. 


