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Celebrating the Season  

Sunday, December 1st   Hope 

 “Come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!” 

 Adult Study: Advent Hymns and Carols led by Pastor Roger 
 

Sunday, December 8th   Peace 

 “The earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.” 

 Rev. Joan Brown Campbell will preach 

 Adult Study: Organizing  The Holidays with Valentina Sgro  (see inside) 
 

Sunday, December 15th   Joy 

 Advent Crafts and Carols—5 p.m. 

 “And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting 
 joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing 
 shall flee away.” 

 Come be a part of this intergenerational event as we package fruit baskets, share a light 
 supper, and then travel to Campbell Court to carol and visit with the residents there. 
 Children’s craft activities will also be a part of this fun evening.  

 Each family is asked to bring one bag of fruit (10-12 pieces).  Please select according to 
 your last name.  (A-H: red apples, I-P: green apples or pears, Q-Z: oranges). 
 A wonderful way to share the Christmas spirit.  

 Adult Study: Advent Hymns and Carols led by Joe LaGuardia 
 

Sunday, December 22nd    Love 

 “The Lord himself will give you a sign.  Look, the young woman is with child and shall  
 bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel.” 

 Following morning worship, we will gather in the Campbell Room to share 
 and celebrate this festive season with our annual Tasting Party. 

 Everyone is asked to bring your favorite finger food to share with our HCC  family, 
 friends and guests. 
 

Tuesday, December 24th—7:15 p.m. Christmas Eve   

 “For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders;  
 and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” 

 Our traditional Christmas Eve candlelight service will help us prepare our hearts for the  
 birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Come be a part of the celebration in song,  
 word and prayer. 
 

Sunday, December 29th  Family 5th Sunday  Christmas Carols and Stories  

 We'll keep the Christmas spirit going as we sing our favorite carols and share stories 
 for young and old in this casual worship experience around the fireplace in the Campbell 
 Room. 



From your Prayer Ministry 

So here we are, on the brink of Advent and the Christmas season. The liturgical year, which opens on 
the first Sunday of Advent, may seem to presume that we all have amnesia.  Every year, on the first 
Sunday of Advent, we begin the ancient prophetic stories which lead to the birth of Jesus.  Everyone is 
charmed by the sweet coming of a baby.  The images of Advent and Christmas may seem sentimental 
but in truth, the message is that in the birth of Jesus, God was saying it is good to be human. 

Furthermore, it confirms that God is on our side.  There is nothing in the experi-
ence of a human being that cannot be fully appreciated by God because through 
the human experience of Jesus, God can identify with the joys, the triumphs, the 
pain, experience of failure, rejection, misunderstanding etc., all the common ex-
periences of our lives as human beings. 

In our Advent prayers, we repeat the phrase that ends the book of Revelation:  
Come Lord Jesus.  Teresa of Avila assured her followers that this prayer, when 
prayed sincerely, unmasks us and has the power to change us totally.  Richard 
Rohr reminds us that this prayer: Come Lord Jesus” makes our entire lives one 
huge Advent; it opens us to change. 

Advent is always …so let us as members of Heights Christian Church repeat this prayer often during 
Advent and after Christmas especially as we participate in the “New Beginnings” program to discern 
where God might be leading us as a Church.  Come Lord Jesus! 

…until next time, we’ll pray together 

 The Christmas season is a magical time, especially for children.  All the  
 holiday excitement - decorating, Christmas carols, baking cookies, 
 television specials, shopping, gift wrapping and, of course, the special gifts  
 under the tree – make the next few weeks a time of great hope and 
 anticipation. 

 
 It is easy as adults to lose that sense of wonder.  There is just too much to do, 
 too much stress, often too much disappointment and loss.  The Christmas 
season sometimes becomes primarily just something to get through with, if we’re lucky, a few 
moments of pleasure or joy. 

 
Our grandson, Liam, is still too young to share in the wonder of Christmas this year.  But one of the 
things I am looking forward to as he grows older is sharing in his excitement during this season.  Part 
of that is because I love him unconditionally.  Part of it is because he pulls me out of myself and re-
opens my eyes to the wonder of the world around me. 
 
Christmas should be a reminder to us of God’s love for us made manifest in God’s coming into the 
world, to share our joys and sorrows, our excitement and disappointments.  The birth of the baby in 
Bethlehem, like the birth of a child or grandchild, can renew in each of us the wonder that is Christ-
mas.  May it be so for you this Advent and Christmas season. 



THE JOURNEY BEGINS  
 

YOU are Heights Christian Church.  As we begin our journey to visualize our future, we 
need YOU to participate. Without YOUR input we are not going to be able to optimize our 
future view.  YOU need to sign up for a group, attend, participate and pray. 
 
Heights Christian has embarked on a prayerful journey to thoughtfully and deliberately visu-
alize where we want to be.  We have constraints: fiscal, time, statistical and scope.   We 
have adopted a process developed by our national church.  And we have a committed 
group of leaders to help guide our way. 
 
We will meet, discuss, and pray.  We started on October 8

th
 with a visit from an assessor 

with a trained eye to review our building, neighborhood, finances and activities.  On Novem-
ber 12

th
 we had a stage setting presentation from the New Beginnings staff.  We learned 

more about the state of religious observation, differences in demographic groups and a 
taste of where we fit into the greater reality.  On November 13

th
 your small group leaders 

walked through our status report and the outline for our group meetings.  You will get a copy 
of the final report at your first meeting. 
 
After January 1 we will begin our series of 6 small group meetings. We will work hard to 
wrap these meeting up by mid-February.  The first 3 meetings will work toward understand-
ing our situation through the information in the written report.  The last 3 meetings give us 
the opportunity to visualize our future and strive to have each congregant and group paint a 
consensus portrait of where we should be headed. 
 
After the meetings the group leaders will gather to compare notes and reach a consensus 
opinion by melding the portraits into one future view.  We will then move through a process 
to adopt a future view, create an action plan and execute the plan with your prayerful sup-
port. 
 
YOU are the critical part of the process. Without YOUR input we are not going to optimize 
our future view.  YOU need to sign up for a group, attend, participate and pray.  YOU are 
Heights Christian Church.  Not me, not the building, not Pastor Roger.   YOU are Heights 
Christian Church.  
 
Be part of our future.  We need YOUR input. 
 
Your servant in Christ 
 
Mike Singerman, Moderator 

ANNUAL GIVING CAMPAIGN 
You heard the call and you responded.  The annual giving campaign 
has collected pledges of $126,600 compared to $114,300 last year.  
This is slightly more than a 10% increase.  Everyone deserves a big 
thank you and congratulations as a church family.  The campaign is 
not over and a few more pledges may be expected. 



GIFT CARDS 

In case you haven’t heard, HCC has an ongoing fundraiser offering a wide variety of Gift Cards.  Join 
those already using them for their weekly groceries, pharmacy needs, fast food and gas.  Christmas 
is right in front of us, we have department and clothing stores, good restaurants, and specialty stories.  
Own a company or head a department?  Provide gift cards to your employees. 

 
Start stocking up now to go easy on your holiday budget and take the pressure off 
your holiday cash flow.  Get some of those gifts out of the way now. 
 

Order forms and gift cards for various stores are available for sale on Sundays from 11:00 – 11:30 
a.m. in the Campbell Room or stop by the church office during the week.  We do need the cost of 
special orders up front.   

Up-Lifting Devotionals 
The congregation offers free 
Advent reflections for adults. 
Partners in Prayer Advent 2013 
that is a joy-filled phrase that 
focuses on all of Advent—a 

season in which we prepare for the celebra-
tion of the birth of the Christ Child.  This devo-
tional can be found at every entrance to the 
Sanctuary and in the Campbell Room. 

Also . . . 

You will want to add “Our Daily Bread pickup” 
to your Do in December list.  They will be in 
the Narthex and Campbell Room baskets on 
December 1st.  These poignant messages 
provide such a delightful way of putting Christ 
into your Christmas season and Joy into 
January and beyond. 

BECAUSE YOU CARE 
Illness-Surgery-Hospitalization 

 Ed Weisheimer  Martha Cubberley 

 Paul Hummel  Jim Perdue 

 Kimberly Taylor  Grace Loudenstein 

 Dale Hukill  Dahlia Cummings 

 Margaret Garback Lyubov Nikolenko 

 Sue Buddenbaum Andrew Bowers 

 Lisa Peabody  Marjorie Benson 

 Scott Lemmon  Dorothy Mathis 

 Frazier Martin  Samarra States 

 Bruce Higley  

 Deaths 

  Oct. 25 James Faust 
         Mike Faust’s father 

  Oct. 27 Clare Rosegger 

CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
Thrift Shop News 

Many new things have arrived through Estate donations.  We are busy pricing and putting new things 
on the shelves which includes household items, clothing and Christmas decorations.  The one thing 
needed is Jewelry which is always a big seller and also any holiday gift  items.  Volunteers are always 
needed.  Please stop in and  support this outreach work.   

Also . . .  

CWF combined November/December Luncheon will be on Wednesday, December 
11th in the Campbell Room at 12:30.  Bring your favorite holiday dish to share.  Our 
speaker will be Rev. Dr. Joan Brown Campbell.  She will share with us the amazing 
world wide journey of the "Charter of Compassion" and how our churches can become 
involved.  Please RSVP to the church office (561-4800). 



Heights Christian Church Christmas Party 

All Heights Christian Church members are invited to a 

Christmas Party—Saturday, December 14, 2013 

 Nancy Carpenter has graciously invited all to her home to celebrate the 

season.  The party will begin at 7:30 p.m. and stay as long as you wish. 

Please RSVP to Neil and Florence Chase at 216.531.3880 

 ~ Sorry, Adults Only ~ 

ORGANIZING THE HOLIDAYS 

Are you stressed out by holiday preparations? 

Wondering what to get people for Christmas? 

Interested in helping Heights Christian Church? 

Then come to Second Hour on December 8th. Award-winning professional 
organizer and author Valentina Sgro will offer holiday organizing tips and an-
swer your questions. You can purchase autographed copies of her organizing 
novels and short stories, which make great gifts. And Valentina will donate 40 
percent of all proceeds to HCC.  

OUTREACH OFFERINGS 
This year's Thanksgiving Offering is being collected in the blue hunger offering envelopes that you 
will find in the pew pockets.  Donations will be distributed to a local hunger center.  The blue enve-
lopes are available all year and ongoing donations are used in various ways to feed the hun-
gry.  

The Christmas Offering will benefit children at the Cleveland Christian Home here in Cleveland and 
help fund the work of our regional ministry, including Camp Christian. This offering will be collected 
on Sunday, December 22nd and Christmas Eve.  Thank you for your generosity. 

 - the Outreach Committee  

Sabbatical Time 
To encourage everyone to participate fully in the New Beginnings small groups, we will be taking a 
Sabbath time from most of our regular activities in January and early February.  We will, of course, 
gather for worship each Sunday, but the Trustee's Meeting has been moved to late February and 
committees are encouraged to postpone meetings and do necessary work by email or phone.  The 
Soup and Chili Game Night, which usually takes place in January will also be postponed. 

NEW BEGINNINGS! 
Small Groups 

You are needed for the small group meetings that will begin in January.  Sign up on 
line at https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/QYMYJ67 or call the church office with your 
day and time preferences.  You will be contacted in December by your group leader 
who will share the time and place of your first meeting.  Thank you for participating! 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/QYMYJ67


FAMILY PROMISE HOLIDAY WISHES 2013  
 
Once again, HCC will be participating with Family Promise to help make the holidays special for over 
100 families in need.  Your contribution will allow these families the chance to shop for gifts free of 
charge at Family Promise’s 2013 Holiday Store 

Below is a wish list of items that would be helpful.  They are requesting new and unwrapped dona-
tions only.  If you are considering purchasing gift cards, please purchase them through HCC.  We ask 
that all donations be left at the church no later than December 15th, as that is the last drop off 
date.  If you have any questions, please call Grace Loudenstein at 216.381.4438.  
 
Children (2 mos-8 yrs.)    Tweens (9-12 yrs) & Teens (13-18 yrs.) 
Action Figures     Arts and Craft Supplies 
Arts & Crafts Supplies    Bath and Beauty Products 
Building Sets & Blocks    Bead and Jewelry Kits 
Character Toys & Apparel    Board Games 
     (Sesame Street/Disney/Nickelodeon)  Character Toys & Apparel   
Games & Puzzles          (Monster High/Hello Kitty, Angry Birds, etc.). 
Learning Toys     Cosmetic Cases  
Movies      Electronics, MP3 Players, E-Readers. etc. 
Multicultural Dolls     Fashion Accessories/Jewelry 
Pretend Play & Dress Up    Movies and Music 
Ride-on-Toys     Nail Polish & Art Sets 
Sports (baseball/basketball/football)  Sports (baseball, basketball, football) 
Trucks and Cars     Stationary/Password Journal 
Video Games and Accessories   Video Games and Accesso-
ries 
 
Mom and Dad     Gifts for all Ages 
Daily Planners     Outerwear 
Electronics, MP3 Players, E-Readers. etc. Robes/Slippers 
Fashion Accessories/Jewelry   Snow Boots 
Handbags      Socks/Underwear 
Movies and Music     Winter Accessories 
Perfume & Cologne Gift Set   Winter Clothing (plus sizes) 
Professional Clothing    Winter Pajamas Sets 
Shaving Kits 
Tool Kits 
Watches      “Make It Like Home” Gifts 
       Bathroom Linens 
Gift Cards      Cleaning products & supplies 
Bed and Bath stores    Comforter & Sheet sets (twin/full) 
Clothing stores     Dish sets 
Department stores     Iron & Ironing Board 
Electronics stores     Kitchen Linens 
Fast Food/Restaurants    Laundry products 
Grocery stores     Pillows (throw, bed, character) 
Movie Rental/Cinema passes   Pots & Pans  
Music stores      Silverware sets 
Restaurants      Storage Containers (small/large) 
Shoe stores      Table Lamps 



 
 

POINSETTIAS 

    Individual poinsettias will adorn our chancel on 

   Christmas Sunday, December 22
nd

.  Plants cost $10 each 

    and may be given in memory or in honor of loved ones. 

      At the conclusion of the service, they may be taken  home. 

        In addition, contributions may be made for the larger plants that will be placed 

        upon the chancel also on Christmas Sunday. Please fill out the form below and 

 return it to the church office.  Please make your check payable to HCC. 
 

 
A FIRM deadline had been set for Monday, December 16

th
  

 
 
 

Poinsettias Order 
 
 Name ________________________________________________________________ 

 

  I (we) wish to contribute $ ____ for the chancel poinsettias 

  In memory of _____________________________________________________ 

   ________________________________________________________________ 

  In honor of _______________________________________________________ 

   ________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Name ________________________________________________________________ 

  I (we) wish to purchase # _____ individual plants. 

  In memory of _____________________________________________________ 

  ________________________________________________________________ 

  In honor of _______________________________________________________ 

   ________________________________________________________________ 



SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

 10:00 a.m. Worship Service 
 11:00 a.m. Coffee Fellowship 
 11:30 a.m. Education Hour 
 

(Nursery & Preschool care provided) 

STAFF 

Minister                                         Rev. Roger D. Osgood 

Director of Music                                Dale Hukill 

Office Manager                                Kese Webb 

Facilities Coordinator                                Mike Faust 

Childcare                               Rosie Scott 

OFFICERS 

Moderator                                     Mike Singerman 

Vice Moderator                                      Steve Cheatham 

Secretary                   Grace Loudenstein 

Assistant  Secretary                     Karen McKeehan 

Treasurer                                 Neil Chase 

Assistant Treasurers                               Jim Donald 
                         Shirley Reading 

 TELEPHONE: 216.561.4800 

 FAX:  216.561.4809 

EMAILS: 

heightschristian@sbcglobal.net 

www.heightschristianchurch.org 

roger.hcc@sbcglobal.net 

kese.hcc@sbcglobal.net 

   From: The HCC Staff 

   To:      All of You 

Rosie 

HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS 
The Church office will be closed from 
December 25th, returning January 
2nd.  Voice mail and emails will be 
checked periodically.  If there is an 
emergency, please contact Pastor Roger at 
216.246.9179 or Mike Singerman at 216.991.3098  

Pastor 

Roger 

Merry 

Christmas 

Mike 

Dale 

Kese 
and 

Happy 
New Year! 

GREEN CHALICE TIPS 

Some ways to Green up your holiday celebrations: 

 1. Serve local foods: 

  turkey & ham, sweet potatoes, 

  peppers, beets, yellow potatoes, 

  squash, greens, lettuces,  

  cheeses, nuts, breads, honey, 

  milk, and butter. 

 2. Use real dishes and cloth napkins 

 3. Compost the food waste 

 4. Give thanks for the earth 
  and its bounty in your prayers 

 5. Take a walk or play a game 
  instead of watching one on tv 

 6. Taste and see that the Lord is good!  


