
 
I read with interest of your program... regarding the visit made to Heights Chris-
tian Church 45 years ago by Dr. Martin Luther King.  My family had been mem-
bers of HCC for many years at that time and I remember the day so well. 
My memory is of riding the rapid transit from downtown where I was working 
and getting off at the stop in front of the church - and thinking how wonderful it 
was that on this bright, sunny day, Martin Luther King was standing on the steps 

of my church and speaking - for all to see and hear.  He was not hidden behind closed doors - he 
was speaking from the steps of my church to all who gathered and to all those who might be passing 
by and would stop to see what the excitement was about.  How appropriate for a man who reached 
to all - not just those who sat in the pews.  I'm sorry that I will not be able to be with you.  
                    Sent by email from Debby Elliott  
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LENT 
A SEASON OF REFLECTION 

On Wednesday February 17th we begin the season of Lent.  
Lent is a centuries old tradition of setting aside the six weeks 
from Ash Wednesday until Easter as a time of self-examination 
and preparation.  It has traditionally involved fasting, prayer, 
penitence, and self-denial.  Most of us probably grew up know-

tice it ourselves. 
Most of the ancient practices of Lent (like fasting) are rarely fol-
lowed today, but we can still use this time leading up to the 
celebration of Easter as an opportunity to reflect, pray, do ran-
dom acts of kindness, and other activities that will lead us to go 
deeper and draw us closer to God. 
It is also a perfect time to recommit to attending worship every 
Sunday as well as participating in study and daily prayer.  
Plans are currently in place for two Sunday morning studies, 
our ongoing Bible study and a special Lenten study.  A sign-up 
sheet will be available over the next couple of weeks and if 
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ASH WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 17TH  
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the Lenten Season.  The congregation will gather in the Fel-
lowship Hall for a simple meal of soup and bread at 6:30 p.m.  A service of the Imposition of Ashes 
will follow in the chapel at 7:30 p.m. 

there is enough interest for another group on Sunday or another time we will add a third (or even 
fourth) group.  I hope that you will take this time to reflect and prepare and I look forward to seeing 
you on Sunday!                   Pastor Roger 



BECAUSE YOU CARE 
Illness-Surgery-Hospitalization 

 

Roger Careaga 
Mary Krumlauf 

Georgia Bibb  
Bill Shaut  

Dorothy Mathis  
 

Deaths 
Don Scott  

Derek Mathis  

Our hearts are overflowing with much 
love and gratitude to the members of 
Heights Christian Church whom 

our family, over 12 years ago.  We 
appreciate the cards, calls, visits and food during the 

passing.  We especially thank you for the use of your 

Seeing your humble faces and receiving your warm 
hugs, elated our hearts.  Thank you so very much! 
 Love, 
 Kese Webb and family 

 
  Over the last two weeks we have all been touched by the disaster in Haiti.  Many of 
  you have given generously through our special offering to Week of Compassion and, I 
  know, through other organizations as well. 
 
  What has touched me most have been the stories and pictures of schools collapsed, 
  
  dren and children who are now orphans.  The stories of children rescued after having 
  been buried in ruble for days were uplifting but all too few. 
 
As people of faith it is our duty to respond to these situations of disaster around the world, especially 
in countries that bear overwhelming burdens of poverty and suffering, But, it is equally important to 
remember the ongoing situations of need that exist closer to home.  That includes not only seeking 
to meet the physical needs of folks who are struggling financially (like we do through IHN and Great 
Foods) but also doing what we can to meet the spiritual needs of children and families in our com-
munity. 
 

with any kind of faith tradition in their homes.  This trend reaches across all demographics but is 
most evident among those whose background is in mainline congregations like ours. 
 
If we believe that our faith matters, not only to ourselves, but also to our community and the world, 
then it is up to us to invite, welcome, and provide the kind of programming that will attract, nurture, 
and support the adults and children of our community.  And it is not because we need more mem-

news, strengthens, and transforms people everywhere, in Haiti and in Shaker Heights. 

 
Children and youth grades 6 and higher who wish to join HCC and/or be baptized are invited to at-

 



Many thanks to the following 
who helped un-decorate the 
church following the Christ-

mas season:  Neil Chase, Mar-
tha Cubberley, Andrena Jones-Sharp, Joe 
and Bernadette LaGuardia, Val McMillan, 
Jim Nicks, Jim Perdue, Scott and Bobbi 
Phelps, Mike and Donita Singerman. 

GIANT GARAGE SALE 
April 16th and 17th 

t a b l e .  C o s t  i s  $ 2 5 . 0 0 
each.  Please call the Church Office 

at 561-4800 to reserve a table.  Remem-
ber this is one of our major fundraisers for 
the year, so let's try to make this Garage 
Sale the biggest ever. It takes everyone to 
make it a success! Questions, call Kathie 
McWilliams at 921-9210.  

OFFERING ENVELOPES 
STILL AVAILABLE 

They are perfect for helping you keep track 
of your 2010 pledge and can be dropped 
in the mail if you are not able to bring it on 
Sunday mornings.  Just simply put your 
name and a stamp on it.   Call the church 
office if you would like to receive a pack of 
HCC offering  envelopes.   

WEEK OF COMPASSION 
In January, members and friends of 
Heights Christian Church opened their 
hearts to the people devastated by the 
earthquake in Haiti, donating $1,029 to a 
special Week of Compassion offer-
ing.  Week of Compassion, a Disciples of 
Christ ministry, seeks to equip and em-
power Disciples to alleviate the suffering of 
others through disaster response, humani-
tarian aid, sustainable development and 
the promotion of mission opportunities.  If 
you want to contribute to this special offer-
ing to help in Haiti, write a check payable 
to Heights Christian Church and mark it 
"Haiti relief."  Drop it in the plate on Sun-
day, mail it, or bring it to the church of-
fice.  We also take cash.    

LOVE?! 
February is here and that means it is 
time for showing our love and Valen-

!  How can we show 
the love of Christ? God has called all 

of us to reach others with the good news of Jesus 

the earth."           Acts 1:8 

day. It is also meant for us! The great thing about 
this is that we can show others how much we love 

argue and debate people into heaven. And you 

about the Bible. You just need to be a witness for 
God. What does it mean to be a witness? A witness 
is someone who simply shares what God has done 

your love your Christ by sharing Him with others. 
 
February 5th        6:00  8:00PM All Church  Chili  
         and Game Night.  Everyone is welcome! 
February 7th    We are on a mission to fight hunger 

and poverty and you can help!   Our 
children and youth will have pots on 
Souper Bowl Sunday, February 7th 
to collect your contributions to fed 
the hungry.  This was started by a 

youth group in Columbia, SC who acted on a 
prayer
game, help us be mindful of those without a bowl of 

youth will  join young people in churches across the 
country to collect money for those who are hungry 
and hurting.  

CWF LUNCHEON 
February  24th         12:00 noon  

Come and enjoy the fellowship and discus-
sion  on "We Can Make A Difference!"  
Also hear about our upcoming trip to 
visit the Historic Underground Railroad 
site in Oberlin and lunch at the Oberlin 
Inn in April.  Early sign-up will be necessary.  
Call the church office at 216.561.4800. 



PERIODICALS 
POSTAGE PAID 

CLEVELAND, OHIO 

REACHING HEIGHTS (USPS 002-
788) is published monthly by Heights 
Christian Church, 17300 Van Aken 
Boulevard, Shaker Heights, OH 
44120-3498.  Periodicals postage 
paid at Cleveland, OH. 
POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to Reaching Heights, 17300 
Van Aken Boulevard, Shaker 
Heights, OH 44120-3498 

HEIGHTS CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
17300 Van Aken Boulevard 
Shaker Heights, OH  44120-3498 

Please deliver before  February  1 to: 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
The concept of a Prayer Team is all about Intercessory Prayer.  The question often 
asked is:  what does that mean?  Doesn't that sound a little like magical thinking?  If I say 
a prayer or pray hard enough, something good will happen?  How can anyone's prayers 
affect another and where does God enter in?  Are we attempting to coerce God to "do" 
or "not do" something?  Or, "why doesn't God answer my prayers?"   Good! 

There have been well documented, statistically sound studies that prove that prayer does affect peo-
ple, even if they don't know they're being prayed for, and no matter what the religion is of the person 
praying!  We have many references in the Old and New Testaments in which people are encour-
aged to pray or even shown how  (e.g.,Ex 17:1-11, 2 Chronicles 7:14, Jn 15:7, Mk 11:24, Jn 14:12) 
When we pray, we acknowledge our connection to God.  God already knows of the specific needs of 
all people but when we pray about a particular need, we re-affirm that connection.  When Jesus said 
his prayer of unity in John's Gospel, he affirmed the deep connection between people and God and 
between people themselves. Paul Tillich described God as "the ground of our being".  We can't 
separate ourselves from God, nor can we separate ourselves from one another.  Einstein made a 
clear statement that the idea that we are separate from one another is totally wrong;  everything and 
everyone is connected.  Intercessory prayer relies on that connection of people to people all the 
while being connected to God. We don't ask God to make something happen (please God, let the 
CAVs win today!) but rather for God to use our connectedness with God and with each other to em-
power individuals to use their own abilities to make things happen.  Prayer is a powerful tool and 
healer. 
  


