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CHILDREN ARE OUR FUTURE 
An Open Community Forum at Heights Christian Church 

Presented by The Peace and Justice Ministry 

Sunday, February 12, 2012—3-5 p.m. 

Learn 
Hear historical passages from “Banned Books by Brilliant African 
American Authors”: Maya Angelou, Gordon Parks, and bell hooks 
Celebrate 
Experience first hand stories of the exciting things that are currently 
happening in our schools and community. 
Envision 
How can we become advocates for our children?  Hear about new 
programs in the works.  Determine how you can make a difference in 
the life of a child. 

Participants Include . . .  
Moderators: Peter Lawson Jones, Larry Watson  ▪  Annette Sutherland, Shaker School Board  ▪  Mike 
Griffith, Principal at Shaker Heights High School and staff  ▪  Ellen McWilliams-Woods, Assistant Super-
intendent at Akron Public Schools  ▪  Khalilah Worley, Greater Cleveland Congregations  ▪  Christy Man-
ning, Family Connections  ▪  Dr. Robert Needlman, Reach Out and Read  ▪  Barbara Oehlberg, Child 
Trauma Consultant  ▪  Stephen Cheatham  ▪  William Dunn  ▪  Valencia Reeves-McMillan  ▪  Rev. Roger 
Osgood  ▪  The Wright Family Singers  ▪  Pianist, LaCardo Knott  ▪  Doug McWilliams and Company 

FEBRUARY WORSHIP AND STUDY 

Sunday, February 12 
 10:00 a.m. “A Word from Paul: Run!”                   I Corinthians 9:24-27 
 11:30 a.m. “Bible Study with Joe” every Sunday in the Library 
   “The Essential Bible Stories” 
   3:00 p.m. Community Forum (see below)   

Sunday, February 19 
 10:00 a.m. “A Word from Paul: Shine!”               II Corinthians 4:3-6 
 11:30 a.m. Bible Study: ”Essential Bible Stories” 
   Adult Forum: Panel of Parents with Gay Children 

Our Lenten Journey: Going with Jesus 

Lenten devotional books, “Fellowship of Prayer,” written by MaryAnn McKibben Dana, 
will provide a daily time of quiet reflection and prayer.  Pick yours up in the Campbell 
Room or at the sanctuary entrances. 

February 22—Ash Wednesday      6:30 p.m.—Light Dinner          7:30 p.m.—Worship 

Sunday, February 26 First Sunday of Lent 
 10:00 a.m. “Going with Jesus: To the Wilderness”   Mark 1:9-15  
 11:30 a.m. Bible Study: “Essential Bible Stories” 
   Adult Forum “What is an Open and Affirming Church?” 
    Mike Scheunemeyer, UCC Executive     



BECAUSE YOU CARE 
Illness-Surgery-Hospitalization 

 Marjorie Benson Angie Kirk  Eugene Blackwell  Donna Cummings 

 Mary Demmy  James Faust  Sherena Frazier-Miller Kathleen Hetterle 

 Dewey Hodge, Sr. Sandy Jones  Betty Klecka   Scott Lemmon 

 Radia Longworth Dorothy Mathis Colleen McKinney  Clare Rosegger 

 Michael Steward Leslie Wanner   
Death 

Roger Careaga’s aunt—Audrey Faye Underwood 

 Want to do something different for Valentines Day this year? 
 How about celebrating Generosity Day instead? 

 Generosity Day is the brainchild of Sasha Dichter from Acumen Fund, a capital 
 venture firm that specialized in socially conscience organizations.  In 2010 after 
walking  past numerous people on the street who were asking for help, and wanting to 
 live a generous lifestyle, he decided to challenge himself to say “yes” to every
 one who asked for help for a month. 

That led him “to recognize that in the push for more accountable and rigorous philanthropy and so-
cial change work, if we lose the soul of generosity we will become unmoored.”  From that…
Generosity Day, challenging each of us to refocus our attention on being generous, something that 
is certainly in line with scripture, Christian teaching, and our mission as a congregation. 

So this February 14
th
 be a sweetheart and practice saying “yes!”  More information on Generosity 

Day, including a generosity pledge at http://blog.acumenfund.org/2012/01/19/get-ready-for-
generosity-day-2012.  

…IN OUR PRAYERS 
It’s an interesting time we live in … one that’s often full of contradictory practices.  For ex-
ample, we’re told that, in order to protect ourselves against identity theft, we should never 
put anything in the trash with our names on it.  On the other hand, we go on Facebook 
and post photos of ourselves with friends at a birthday party, giving the date and our age!  
We list our friends, our children and their ages, where we just went for a family vacation 

and add a bunch of photos to prove we were all together!  We post pictures of our new home.  Inter-
esting ... But we also might grow uncomfortable when we realize someone at the Rapid stop or in a 
grocery line or the library has been looking/staring at us.  Their gaze makes us uncomfortable.  

When we jump back in history and listen to the 16
th
 century Spanish Carmelite mystic, John of the 

Cross speak, we’re offered a fresh perspective.  He speaks of another gaze … a penetrating gaze…
the gaze of God.  He says that God’s gaze on a person becomes love for that person. God’s gaze 
alone is so full of creative love, it work favors, it blesses the individual.  God’s gaze according to 
John of the Cross, cleanses us, imparts beauty to us in a way that enriches and enlightens us, each 
in a unique way.  God’s gaze, in other words, perfects us.  Under the gaze of God we have no fear. 
We never have to worry about making mistakes ---even HUGE mistakes!  We can dare to stand na-
kedly before God and say: “Look deeply at me.  See every part of me --- I hide nothing from you and 
don’t fear all the dark parts of myself that I hide from others.  Shine your light on me for I know the 
light of your gaze will transform those “ugly” parts; your gaze alone heals me and draws me into your 
love.” 

UNTIL NEXT TIME, WE’LL KEEP YOU IN OUR PRAYERS 



FAMILY PROMISE HOST WEEK 
February 19-25 

Family Promise, formerly Interfaith 
Hospitality Network, will be coming 
to HCC Feb.19-25. We will need 
help for dinners and hosting in the 
evenings and for Set-up and Take- 
down at beginning and end. Please look for 
the sign-up board in the Campbell room.  You 
may also contact Joan Fronck by calling her 
at: 216.403.5614 or emailing her at: 
jkf0208@aol.com. 

CHRISTIAN WOMENS FELLOWSHIP 
MONTHLY LUNCHEON 

Wednesday, February 22—12 Noon 
As we continue to study our theme 
“Seeds of Hope”, Julia Cross will 
lead us in discussion as we look at 
“The Compassionate Life”, How  
should we speak to one another 
with civility and have concern for 
one another.   Join us in the 

Chapel for a luncheon at 12 Noon.  Bring a 
friend and enjoy the fellowship.  Please call 
the church office to make your reservations 
before Monday, February 20th.  

CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
CORNER 

Beginning in February and 
running through Easter the 
children will be learning the 
"Stories of Jesus". Since we 
just had Christmas, we will 

start with the family being visited by the three 
wise men when Jesus was about two (I didn't 
know that!). We will learn about Jesus' only 
childhood story about sitting with the priests in 
the temple asking questions while his parents 
thought he was missing. We will read stories 
of Jesus' teachings and his interactions with 
others all the way to the tomb and afterwards. 
HCC's teachers hope to see your children 
learn about the life of Christ. 

THANK YOU! 
Thanks to everyone who turned 
in a pledge for our 2012 Stew-
ardship Campaign!  Because of 
the generosity of our members 
and friends we can continue to 

serve God and our community through worship, 
fellowship and outreach.  (And if you haven’t 
pledged but would like to, please contact the 
church office). 

NOTES FROM THE BOARD MEETING 
At the January Trustees Meeting, the 
Church budget for the 2012 year was 
passed. Many thanks go to Larry 
Watson and Carl Cormany, chairs, 
and all the members of the Finance 

Committee who worked hard on crafting a bal-
anced budget.  We are so appreciative of the 
generosity of everyone who has pledged to sup-
port the ministry and programs of Heights Chris-
tian Church. In addition to your pledges, the 
budget continues to rely upon the Endowment 
fund for income. Fundraising will also continue 
to support the budget with the Giant Garage sale 
in April, and a grocery gift card initiative to start 
this spring. 

The Trustees also voted to proceed with a new 
Capital Campaign. A committee has been 
formed to begin that process.  

Many new opportunities are underway. Folks will 
head south for a  Mission Trip to Alabama this 
March. Plans for a community garden on the va-
cant lot on Daleford Road continue to proceed. 
The Peace and Justice Task Force is presenting 
an Education Summit on February 12; all are 
invited! Family Promise (previously IHN) returns 
in February.  Opportunities to serve, to learn, to 
worship, and to share God’s love with others are 
abounding. 

COFFEE FOR THE 

COLD WINTER MONTHS  

Come, warm up in worship with a cup 
of fair trade coffee that’s available in 

the narthex before the service. 



SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

 10:00 a.m. Worship Service 
 11:00 a.m. Coffee Fellowship 
 11:30 a.m. Education Hour 
 

(Nursery & Preschool care provided) 

STAFF 

Minister                Rev. Roger D. Osgood 

Director of Music               Dale Hukill 

Office Manager              Kese Webb 

Facilities Coordinator              Mike Faust 

Childcare               Rosie Scott 

OFFICERS 

Moderator               Lynda Ackerman 

Vice Moderator                 Mike Singerman 

Secretary            Grace Loudenstein 

Treasurer                          Neil Chase 

Assistant Treasurers             Jim Donald 
                  Shirley Reading 

 TELEPHONE: 216.561.4800 

 FAX:   216.561.4809 

EMAILS: 

heightschristian@sbcglobal.net 

www.heightschristianchurch.org 

roger.hcc@sbcglobal.net 

kese.hcc@sbcglobal.net 

 Need extra cash? 

 Plan to “spring clean” soon? 

. . . Then . . .  

Save the Date & Spread the Word 

HCC’S ANNUAL 

GIANT GARAGE SALE 

SATURDAY, APRIL 28TH 

Tables available for $25 

EMAIL OR CALL US TODAY! 

CHECK IT OUT! 
Don’t forget that the HCC website 
is updated regularly with informa-
tion about what’s happening at 
HCC.  Forgot a meeting date? 

Check out the calendar.  Want more infor-
mation about an event? Take a look at the 
News and Events listing.  Deleted that email 
with the serving schedule? Find it on the 
newsletter page.  Looking to introduce 
someone to the church?  Let them start at 
heightschristianchurch.org! 

AID TO ALABAMA 
March 17-24, 2012 

In just a few weeks seven 
HCC members will be headed 
to Tuscaloosa to help rebuild 
homes for people who lost 
everything in last spring’s hur-

ricanes.  The trip is being paid for through 
the participant’s contributions and a grant 
from the Outreach Committee.  Your support 
is invited through prayer as we complete our 
plans and as we travel and work in Tusca-
loosa.  We plan to share our experience with 
you when we return. 


