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So what does it mean to be a Christian? The simple answer is that it is to be a disci-
ple or follower of Christ.  And while the answer is simple, the way that we figure that 
out and live that out is anything but simple.  Wars have been fought and people have 
been put to death because of differing definitions of who was and was not a Chris-
tian. 

Two thousand years after Jesus lived we now come to this question with lots of bag-
gage.  We have the early writers that we find in the New Testament suggesting what 

it means.  Then we have all of the other writers and thinkers that have added their own take on that 
over the centuries. And the we have our own personal history and traditions that further complicate 
things.  
                                                                                                                                       (continued on pg. 2) 

CAMPBELL COURT REDEDICATION 
Sunday, June 2 - Worship at 10:00 am - Dedication Service at 11:30 am 

After extensive renovations of the Campbell Court Senior Apartments there will be a rededication 
of the building on June 2nd beginning at the HCC worship service at 10:00 am.  The actual dedi-
cation will take place at the apartment building (16550 Van Aken Blvd) at 11:30 am.  Speakers will 
include Mayor Earl Leiken of Shaker Heights, former HCC minister Rev. Phil Smith, and oth-
ers.  This celebration will also include music and refreshments.  Campbell Court, built in 1985, 
was a joint project of Heights Christian Church, the City of Shaker Heights and the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development. 



NEW DAILY BREAD DEVOTIONALS 
ARE NOW AVAILABLE 

Summertime is upon us.  Stop 
and take a break from the busy-
ness of live and refuel your soul 
with Our Daily Bread devotionals.  
They can be found in the baskets 
on the large Campbell Room ta-
ble, or in the Narthex.  Keep this 
in mind: “When Christ is the cen-

ter of your focus, everything else comes into 
proper perspective.” 

- Nancy Hayward 

OUTREACH DOLLARS AT WORK 
Since our March newsletter report, Heights Chris-
tian Church has made an additional $5,237 in out-
reach giving for a total of $10, 951 year to date.  
The giving included $778 for disaster relief (Week 
of Compassion), $1,006 for general church minis-
tries (Easter Collection), $315 to Shaker Hunger 
Center (Souper Bowl).  The Outreach Committee 
granted $3,138 to various requests including the 
Broadway Christian Church, Campbell Court, 
Fairhill Partners Senior Guest House, Senior Min-
isters Discretionary fund and Family Promise 
(IHN).  Thank you everyone for your generous giv-
ing! 

…from your Prayer Ministry 
Have you ever gone for a walk to “clear your head”, calm down from some distressing 
incident, or deliberately set out to use walking time to ponder a sticky problem that’s 
nagging you?  That’s exactly what a labyrinth offers us: a path to walk that’s already 

laid out for us so we don’t even have to choose a direction.  It’s all done for us! 

While it’s true that you can walk the labyrinth with a specific goal in mind, you can also walk and listen 
to what the path itself offers.   In her series of books on the labyrinth, Jill Geoffrion suggests that ques-
tions invite growth; identifying with and living with questions is a critical part of growing.  The winding 
paths that double back upon themselves in a labyrinth provide a haven where spiritual questions can 
arise, be honored and explored.  Have you noticed how your own life “doubles back” on itself?  The 
same questions or concerns have a way of re-appearing much as the mélange of thoughts in a recur-
ring dream.  There are many ways of walking the labyrinth. When you walk it regularly, you discover 
that each time is different.  Sometimes, ideas pop into your head as soon as you step on the first stone.   

At others, only a feeling, often of very deep, inexplicable peace or gratitude arises, unbidden.  It’s pos-
sible that you accidently step across to another “lane” (tho this is minimized by the comfortable width of 
stones in the HCC labyrinth). You may find yourself back at the center or, back at the entrance without 
ever having reached the center.  If this happens, you can begin again or just say “that’s my experience 
for today” and know you can have as many chances for a new experience as you like. Either way, al-
ways ask yourself what you can glean from the experience of arriving somewhere you thought you had 
left behind.  A labyrinth in our neighborhood is a tremendous gift.  It beckons us every day to take one 
step at a time in exploring our lifelong conversation with our ever-present God.  More on this next 
month. 

…till next time, join us in the prayer of the labyrinth 

  
continued 

So my goal in worship over the next several weeks is to do just that: to help us all take a fresh look at 
Jesus through Jesus’ own words and deeds.  And through that to gain a fresh look, as well, at who 
God is and how we, as modern disciples, can better follow him. 
 
I hope you’ll join me along that path this summer. 



BECAUSE YOU CARE 

Illness-Surgery-Hospitalization 

Elizabeth Newman Dahlia Cummings Paul Hummel Lyubov Nikolenko 

Andrew Bowers Lisa Peabody  Walter Bolden, Jr. Willie James Rice 

Marjorie Benson Clare Rosegger  Scott Lemmon James Faust 

Dorothy Mathis Frazier Martin          Samarra States Betty Klecka 

On Sunday, May 19, we gave thanks to the many 
church members who have been Sunday School 
teachers for the past year.  Andrena gave each 
person a beautiful bag with flowers ready to plant 
in their gardens. 

Actually, we as a congregation are all teachers of 
our children. We all pledge as a congregation at a 
baby dedication to help a child’s parents raise 
their children.  We include them in the worship 
service and they love lighting candles. The di-
aconate showed them how to do that. Pastor 
Roger teaches them something new almost every 
week and also how to pray. They learn how to 
bake cookies and pick apples. Going to church 
camp teaches them to be independent, learn 
songs, meet new people, and grow in faith. 

We can all think of ways to teach our congrega-
tion’s children.  Just interacting with them teaches 
that we love them. Sometimes we teach them 
how to behave. We all teach them songs during a 
worship service. We teach them that we will give 
time, money, food and a place to sleep to help a 
homeless family. 

Think of ways to help raise our congregation’s 
children. Being a Sunday School teacher is good 
way to help. Donita and Lynn will be calling. 

BOARD NOTES 

The following actions were taken at the May 14 
Board of Trustees meeting: 

▪ A proposal was passed that Heights Chris-
tian Church identify itself as a Pro-
Reconciliation, Anti-Racism congregation 
in honor of all the past work done for inte-
gration, and the current work to continue to 
eradicate racism. These values are in-
cluded in our Welcome Statement.   

 This proposal was brought to the Board by 
The Elders. 

▪ The Board approved a four week sabbati-
cal for professional staff (non-ministerial) 
after seven years of service. Dale Hukill 
will use this sabbatical time this summer. 

▪ The Board approved a four week bonus of 
time off for staff after ten years of service. 

 Kese Webb will use this bonus time this 
summer.  

▪ The Creation Care Team was approved as 
a standing committee of the Board.   

 Deborah Osgood heard of the Green Chal-
ice initiative at a workshop at the last  

 General Assembly and initiated the pro-
gram here at HCC. 

▪ A fundraising proposal was approved for 
June 22-23. A recycling company will 
place a dumpster in the Winslow drive to 
collect old electronics and scrap metals. 
The Church will receive a portion of the 
scrap value. Green Chalice Care Team will 
take responsibility for advertising this 
event. 

▪ This fundraiser has been used success-
fully by several area churches. 

▪ A three year lease was renewed with the 
Youth Center. 

CONGRADULATIONS 
GRADUATE! 

Emma B. Horvath graduated 
on May 5th from the Ohio 
State University with a Bache-

lor of Science degree in Architecture.  She hopes 
to find a job with an organization like Habitat for 
Humanity or architectural firms that build using 
green technology.     



SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

 10:00 a.m. Worship Service 

 11:00 a.m. Coffee Fellowship 

 11:30 a.m. Education Hour 

(Nursery & Preschool care provided) 

STAFF 

Minister           Rev. Roger D. Osgood 

Director of Music      Dale Hukill 

Office Administrator         Kese Webb 

Facilities Coordinator       Mike Faust 

Childcare      Rosie Scott 

OFFICERS 

Moderator         Lynda Ackerman 

Vice Moderator         Mike Singerman 

Secretary     Grace Loudenstein 

Treasurer                   Neil Chase 

Assistant Treasurers       Jim Donald 

            Shirley Reading 

 TELEPHONE: 216.561.4800 

 FAX:  216.561.4809 

EMAILS: 

heightschristian@sbcglobal.net 

www.heightschristianchurch.org 

roger.hcc@sbcglobal.net 

kese.hcc@sbcglobal.net 

HCC COMMUNITY GARDEN 
AND LABYRINTH DEDICATION  

WHAT YOU CAN DO TODAY 
A “Green Tip” from the HCC Creation Care Team 

Remove one light bulb from your home. Live without it for the rest of the spring/summer. This 
will decrease energy use and act as a reminder of the importance of saving energy. In addition, 
make a point of turning off lights when you leave a room, or that you don't really need to have 
on. This simple act could save 55 lbs of CO2 emissions a year. 

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS 
Beginning June 3rd 

The HCC church office will be closed Monday’s during the summer.  If you would like to 
purchase gift cards during the week, our church secretary will be in the office on Tuesday’s, 
Wednesday’s and Thursday’s from 9am-4:30pm during the summer through Labor Day.  

 -- Enjoy your Summer! — 

CWF’s ANNUAL BOOK CIRCLE LUNCHEON 
Wednesday,  June 19th at 12:30 

Wasabi's Restaurant on Orange Place (by Chagrin and 271) 
Please RSVP to Sylvia Farley at 295-0630.  


